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anything that could be considered ungendemanly. He has not
schemed against the Nabha State. He has not been suspected of
violent designs, Why then should he not be treated as an ordi-
nary prisoner who is kept out in the open air practically the
whole day long? Even murderers have plenty of fresh air and
exercise allowed to them. The brutal solitary confinement im-
posed upon Acharya Gidwani is, so far as I am aware, without
any cause. Such confinement is imposed as a punishment for
serious prison offences. -If Acharya Gidwani has committed any,
the public should be informed of it. It may be that the Nabha
State has no facility for keeping the Acharya outdoor the whole
day long. If so, I would suggest his transfer to another prison. I
know that there is an exchange system throughout Indian jails.
For instance I saw in the Yeravda Central Prison prisoners from
the Punjab, from the State of Junagadh, from the Presidency of
Madras. When I heard the statement of Mrs. Gidwani and
Dr. Choithram the whole of the civil resister rose in me and I
felt like giving battle. But I realized my powerlessness and hung
my head in shame. With an India cut up into warring parties
and torn with Hindu-Muslim squabbles, civil resistance seems to
be an impossibility. Pandit Jawaharlal asks me whether in the
face of the letter received from the Administrator of Nabha he
should not take up the challenge and cross the border and join
his mate. I wish I could have said 'yes' to him. One's only
comfort is that Acharya Gidwani is a brave man and well able
to undergo all the suffering he may be subjected to. May God
give him strength to go through the fire! It is the price we must
pay for liberty. Liberty is a dearly bought commodity and prisons
are factories where it is manufactured,
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